
A Year in Review.. .
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Our mission is  to work toward ending homelessness by educating the C entral 

Ohio community about homeless issues and advocating  in a unified voice for social 

and economic justice for all people, especially tho se who are most vulnerable.

   The Coalition’s Annual Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, April 2nd at our new 
office space, 132 S. 3rd St., in Central 
Presbyterian Church.
  “We will be celebrating our organization’s 
growth and change, “ says Don Strasser, 
CCH Director.  “We are excited to be 
situated in a location that is easily 
accessible to people who are homeless.  
This is particularly important as we 
develop Street Speech, the Coalition’s 
recently launched newspaper.  We wish to 
make every effort possible to support our 
vendors.”  
   The event will feature an awards 
ceremony to honor individuals who have 
made significant contributions toward 
improving the lives of homeless persons 
in Central Ohio.  Old and new members 
will have the opportunity to renew or 
initiate their memberships to the Coalition. 
Coalition Members will also elect the 
2008-2009 Board of Directors. 
   Registration will begin at 9:00am 

with a continental breakfast and open 
house. The meeting will take place from 
9:30-10:30am. Please RSVP at 228-1342 
or columbushomeless@yahoo.com by 
Monday, March 31st so that we can be 
sure to have enough food.
   Parking is available around the church at 
meters or in the City Center lot across the 
street. Please do not park in the church 
parking lot. Hope to see you there!  

Membership Meetings held the first Wednesday of every month 
from 9-11am at The Salvation Army, 966 E. Main St. 

Visit us at: www.columbushomeless.org

Mark your calendars:

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, April 2nd
9:00-10:30am
Coalition Offices
Please RSVP by 
March 31st

Annual Forum
Wednesday, October 1st
9:00am-4:00pm
Location to be announced

Next Street Speech 
Release: Friday, April 4
Look for a Street Speech
Vendor to buy your next 
issue!

Get involved:
If you are interested in 
being a part of any of the 
following committees, 
please contact our office:
   Advocacy
   Education
   Mother’s Day Brunch
   Forum Planning
   One Voice Concert 

Wish List:
Digital Camera
Computer
Colored Printer

with a continental breakfast and  o opepen n 
house. The meeting will take place from 

parking lot. Hope to see you there!  

ALL ARE WELCOME! (If your organization would like to make 
a presentation, please call our of" ce)



Support  the Annual 
Mother's Day Brunch!
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   The Annual Marsha Donner Mother’s 
Day Brunch for homeless mothers and 
their families will be held this year on 
Sunday, May 11 from 11:00-1:00 in 
the dining hall of Capital University. 
   This event is an opportunity for 
mothers experiencing homelessness to 
receive much deserved recognition for 
their hard work and dedication. They 
will enjoy a catered meal, special 
gifts and raffle, and acitvities for their 
children. 
  Consider being a sponsor for this 
event in one of the following ways: 
1)  Sponsor an individual mother to 
attend the event for $25 and receive 

a card to send to a loved one for 
Mother’s Day with artwork done 
by children at the YWCA Family 
Center, 2) Sponsor a table at the 
event for $500 and be recognized 
by a marker on the table and in 
the day’s program, 3) Become a 
program sponsor for $1000 and be 
recognized in the day’s program, 
on the Coaltion website and in 
our Street Speech newspaper. This 
contribution will also help support 
Street Speech, the Annual Forum, 
and the Unsheltered Life education 
program.

  

 
If you would like more information on 
how to get involved in sponsoring the 
Mother’s Day Brunch, please contact 
Zach Reat at 228-1342.

Remembering the most vulernable
   On December 20, the Coalition and other members of 
the community gathered in Trinity Episcopal Church to 
remember 39 homeless and formerly homeless individuals 
that had passed away in 2007.  The Interfaith Memor ial 
Service is an annual event sponsored locally by CCH and 
is part of a nationwide advocacy effort.
   The event is designed to commemorate the lives o f 
these vulnerable individuals and also to raise awareness 
of those who continue to deal with the harsh realit ies of 
living on the streets.
  This years’ event included a candlelighting ceremony and 
reading of the names, music by the Jewish Community 
Adult Choir, and an interfaith group of religious l eaders 
from central Ohio, including representatives from 
the Christian, Islam, Jewish and Sikh tradition, wh o 
shared how their faith addresses issues of poverty and 
homelessness. Thank you to all those who attended and 
to Trinity Episcopal Church for hosting the event. 
   

Make an investment in the programs of the Coalition !

Make checks payable to:  Columbus Coalition for the Homeless

      132 S. 3rd St., Columbus, OH 43215

   

A voice f rom the Streets
   Introducing the new voice from the streets of 
Columbus!  That’s right, your one and only beloved 
staff of the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless would 
like to introduce you to Street Speech.  Street Speech 
is a newspaper with an alternative twist involving 
social justice issues, promoting the education of people 
on homelessness, advocating for homeless persons, 
and giving the homeless and 
formerly homeless a place 
to be heard in the buckeye 
bubble.  
   Street Speech is purchased 
for $0.25 from the Coalition 
and sold by our vendors, 
who are homeless or 
formerly homeless persons, 
for $1.  We would love for 
you to buy a copy from a 
vendor, however, if you 
cannot find one please 
come by the office or call 
us for more information.  
Thanks so much for all of 
your support!
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If you would like more information o n 

Be a voice for the unheard!
1) Submit articles, photographs, poetry, and other material for 
publication to the editor at columbushomeless@yahoo.com
2) Advertise your business, organization and special events by 
contacting Brandon Brooks at 614-228-1342.
3) Invest in the future of Street Speech. Support the 
production and development of the newspaper, and the 
expansion of the vendor program. 

Thank you to Moriya Halon for desiging 
the new look of Opening Doors!


