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      For the last several years the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless has worked hard to define 
its place in Columbus’ environment and to implement programs and actions which reflect its 
mission.  Faced with the many changes in the nonprofit world, we have sought to become more 
visible in the community, define our objectives more precisely, make a greater contribution 
toward improving the lives of homeless persons and seek funding sources to carry out our goals. 
 
     Our journey has led us to create the only annual public forum about critical homeless issues in 
Central Ohio, to develop an education program which informs citizens about the complexity of 
homelessness, and to receive this year a grant from the Governor’s Office of Faith Based and 
Community Initiatives to help us build our financial base. We have also continued our existing 
projects such as the Outreach Resource Center which supplies persons living outside with needed 
items to help them survive, advocacy on behalf of homeless persons having difficulty accessing 
housing or other service programs and the Mother’s Day Brunch, where we have seen a dramatic 
increase of volunteer support. 
 
     Throughout the year we have continued our work collaboratively with other organizations and 
strengthened our community ties.  We have also maintained our monthly membership meetings, 
the only regular conversation among homeless advocates in our city, which typically attract over 
30 persons each month to share information and address current problems in the homeless 
services system. Our meetings also have a growing number of homeless and previously homeless 
individuals who participate with us. 
 
    We are naturally proud of our achievements, particularly because they have been attained by 
volunteer activity alone. Our VISTA staff has greatly helped us to expand our various projects 
and have been instrumental in designing new ones.  
 
     In spite of our successes, there are always challenges to overcome. Some of these include the 
absence of any ongoing source of funding; the lack of paid staff, the competitive environment in 
which we must attract donors and the need to create a strong Board of Directors. 
 
     As we willingly embrace the struggles before us, we cannot help but observe that efforts 
toward growth and change make us uncomfortable because they seem to move us away from the 
“grassroots” essence of the organization.  Somehow the development of operating policies and 
procedures, up-to-date record keeping systems and rigorous fiscal accounting practices suggest to 
some that we must also give up our spontaneity, informality, openness and compassion.  We 
would like you to know that we have no intention of abandoning these core values. We remain 
committed to the most vulnerable homeless persons among us; we continue our dedication to 
informing the community about the insidious ramifications of homelessness and poverty; and we 
will loudly speak our minds, when we observe that the rights and dignity of homeless persons are 
violated. 
 
  To survive in this community, we must always be ready, willing and eager to change based on 
the needs of those whom we try serve. But for us, our principles will remain constant. 
 
   -with appreciation for another year of opportunity, Bill Casto and Don Strasser, Co-Directors 
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OUR REVIEW OF THE YEAR  



Mission 
To work toward ending homelessness by educating the Central Ohio 

Community about homeless issues and advocating in a unified voice for social 
and economic justice for all people, especially those who are most vulnerable. 
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Join the Coalition 
By becoming a member of the Columbus Coalition for the 
Homeless you can help advocate for those among the most 
vulnerable in our community and also educate yourself about the 
problem of homelessness to empower you for action.  The 
Coalition meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Salvation Army, 966 E. Main St. from 9-11.  Membership dues are 
$50, waivers available.   
 

Volunteer 
The Columbus Coalition for the Homeless hosts several events 
throughout the year that would not be possible with the assistance 
we receive from dedicated volunteers.  In 2006 volunteers helped 
with our Annual Meeting, Mother’s Day Brunch, ComFest, 
Annual Forum, Annual Interfaith Memorial Service for Homeless 
Persons, and Outreach and the Outreach Resource Center.  Thank 
you to our 2006 volunteers, and the Coalition looks forward to 
seeing you in 2007! 
 

Make a Donation 
The Columbus Coalition for the Homeless relies on contributions 
from the community to 
continue its work toward 
ending homelessness.   
There are two you can give:  
1. Make a monetary donation 

that will be used to 
strengthen our education 
and advocacy programs. 

2. Donate items necessary for 
survival to the Outreach 
Resource Center. 

Volunteers from Peace Lutheran Church in Gahanna pass 
out warm meals with the Outreach Cluster. 



Unsheltered Life: 
This program, new to the Coalition in 2006, addresses the need for 
community awareness about homelessness.  The five-part curriculum 
includes a personal story from a currently or formerly homeless person, a 
simulated experience, discussions on homeless sensitivity and the facts of 
homelessness, and development of a personal action plan to work toward the 
end of homelessness. Presentations of the program at Otterbein College, The 

Graham School, and the Episcopal Deanery 
of Central Ohio were highly evaluated as 
meaningful learning experiences.  The 
Coalition is currently on the hunt for 
funding to sustain this important program.  
In 2006 Coalition also made single session 
presentations on homelessness to several 
community groups.  If your group is 
interested in becoming part of the solution 
to homelessness this program is a great 
place to start, contact us! 
 

Forum 2006:  
This year’s Annual Forum on homeless issues was entitled  “Economic 
Segregation, Educational Success, and Homelessness.”  This event examined 
economic segregation in Central Ohio’s public schools as researched by The 
Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, addressed personal 
racism with the help of YWCA’s Racism Dialogues, and included 
suggestions from John Aeschbury of BREAD of ways to organize for social 
change.  The Coalition Annual Forum is the only  annual “conversation” 
about homelessness in Columbus. 
 

Monthly Column in ‘The Councilor’:  
A monthly Column, entitled “Stories from the Streets,” appears in the 
newsletter of the Columbus Metropolitan Area Church Council.  This 
column is an avenue for telling the story of homelessness to the majority of 
church leaders in Columbus.  Articles by Coalition leaders, staff,  and 
currently or formerly homeless people are featured in the column.   
 

ComFest: 
This annual community event attracts diverse groups from the region who 
display and sell arts and crafts, perform and enjoy music and raise awareness 
about humanitarian issues.  Despite some brief interruptions by 
thunderstorms, volunteers educated many individuals about the causes of 
homelessness and some of the solutions.   
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Tristan Dunn, VISTA volunteer, 
instructs students on their role in the 
simulated experience of homelessness. 



Annual Meeting: 
This meeting is a time to renew our energy 
to advocate for social justice, to celebrate 
our accomplishments of the past year, and 
to prepare for the next year’s work.  In 
2006, Ohio State Senator C.J. Prentiss 
addressed the Columbus Coalition for the 
Homeless.  Her message focused on the 
desperate need for an increase in Ohio’s 
Minimum Wage.  The Senator’s inspiring 
comments were followed by Bret Benack, 
an organizer with the AFL-CIO, who 
presented an opportunity to get involved by collecting signatures for the 
initiative.  Thanks to the hard work of many Coalition members and friends 
the initiative was placed on the ballot and passed.   
 

Mother’s Day Brunch: 
The Marsha Donner Mother’s Day Brunch is always a highlight for the 
Columbus Coalition for the Homeless and 2006 was no exception.  Over 200 
Mothers and family members and about 60 volunteers joined the Coalition to 
celebrate Mother’s Day.  Generous donations from community businesses 
and individuals allowed all in attendance to leave with something special.  
Children enjoyed art activities and story telling while mothers were given 
the opportunity to receive health screenings, have their picture taken, and 
sign up for library cards.  If 2006 is any indication, the 2007 Mother’s Day 
Brunch is bound to be a success. 
 

Memorial Service: 
Each year the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless joins organizations 
from the across the nation to remember people who passed away while 
experiencing homelessness.  This year’s event was highlighted by music 
from the King Avenue United Methodist Church’s “Blenders” and interfaith 
reflections from Mr. Abukar Arman, Reverend Wendy Fish, Elder Brian 
Hall, and Rabbi Misha Zinkow.  The bell of Trinity Episcopal Church tolled 
28 times, representing the members of our community who died on the 
streets in 2006. 
 

Streetcard: 
Nick McCormish, a new volunteer with the Coalition, redesigned the 
Streetcard for 2007.  This new version is easier to read, contains more 
information about available services, and also gives information on reporting 
hate crimes and civil rights violations.  This information is in response to the 
sharp increase in hate crimes committed against people who are homeless in 
the past few years.  The most up-to-date version of the Streetcard can be 
found at our website, www.columbushomeless.org. 
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The Ohio Coalition of Homeless Advocates is composed of  local coalitions 
and advocacy organizations from throughout the state that address 
homelessness.  Current members include Appalachian and Rural Coalition on 
Homelessness, Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless, Northeast Ohio 
Coalition for the Homeless, Columbus Coalition for the Homeless, The Other 
Place (Dayton), and Mahoning County Coalition for the Homeless.  This 
organization, created in 2004, sponsors and manages the Americorps*VISTA 
project that has provided this Coalition with full-time volunteer staff for the 
past four years.  This project promotes collaboration on advocacy initiatives, 
technical assistance for program development, and exchange of information 
across the state on issues pertaining to homelessness. This year VISTAs in 

the OCHA project raised awareness 
about homelessness, empowered 
homeless persons to advocate for 
themselves, brought funds to local 
coalitions and began the planning 
process for a 2007 conference on 
reentry.  OCHA looks forward to 
expanding its capacity to advocate 
for people who are homeless in the 
coming years. 

The Columbus Coalition for the Homeless Outreach Cluster provides critical 
access to necessary services for unsheltered persons.  This group includes 
representatives from Columbus Neighborhood Health Centers—Healthcare 
for the Homeless, The Open Shelter, the Veteran’s Administration, 
Volunteers of America, Southeast Inc., and the Columbus Coalition for the 
Homeless.  During 2006, the Outreach Cluster was very pleased to welcome 
Maryhaven to the Cluster as a regular participant.  The Outreach Cluster is 
unique because every Tuesday it brings services to the camps, where the 
people we are trying to serve are most accessible.  This makes it easier for 
individuals to be effectively engaged with the services they need to survive 
and initiate change in their 
lives.  The Outreach Cluster 
played a major role in moving 
many people from the land to 
stable housing during 2006.  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  g r o u p 
recognizes that the work is far 
from over, and weekly renews 
its commitment to serve those 
most vulnerable in our 
society.   



2006 Board of Trustees 
 
Chair:         Aaron Riley 
Vice-Chair:     Colleen Bain Gold 
Secretary:      Virginia O’Keeffe 
Treasurer:      Alyson Poirier 
Immediate Past Chair:    Don Strasser 
 
Trustees:     Kent Beittel 
      Monty Bradley 
      Daston Campbell 
                                            Courtnee Carrigan 
      Beth Fetzer-Rice 
      Donna Harris 
      Johnny Johnson 
      Stephanie Jordan Smith 
      Gloria Kilgore 
      Margaret Koehler 
      Keith McCormish 
                                            Clement Pyles 
      beloved quail 
      Wil Spinner 
      Kathy Williams 

Staff Members 
    
 Bill Casto       Coalition CoDirector 
 Don Strasser   Coalition CoDirector 
 Tristan Dunn            Americorps*VISTA 
 Zach Reat                 Americorps*VISTA 

    

6 



7 

����������	��
���
����
JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2006 

 
Income: 

Comfest                                      107.00 
Designated for Outreach       2,570.76 
Dues                      2,870.00 
Forum                                 7,166.00 
General Operating                 2,020.17 
Holiday Cards              1,280.85 
Mother’s Day          2,559.03 
Office Expenses                   49.99 
Sale of CDs                    61.23 
TOTAL INCOME               18,685.03 

 
Expenses: 

Annual Meeting              1,890.68 
Comfest                             149.82 
Community Educ.                 681.64 
Community Support              336.00 
Continuing Educ.                        15.00 
Forum                                4,151.40 
Fund Raisers                          284.41 
General Operating              1,960.95 
Holiday Cards                             86.91 
Memorials                                88.62 
Mother’s Day                          2,282.07 
Office Expenses                      2,300.36 
OCHA                             718.04 
Outreach Resources              1,422.10 
Prevention                               58.86 

            Speaker’s Bureau                 100.25 
Staff Costs                             996.98                  
Survey                                   _   145.44 

            TOTAL EXPENSES            17,669.53 
            
            INCOME LESS EXPENSES  1,015.50 
            Prior Year Balance            12,277.24 
 
            YEAR END BALANCE      13,292.74 

JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2006 


